Whe's Really Being Literal?

N MAY 27™, 2006, Gary
DeMar and Tommy Ice
met at American Vision’s

Worldview Super Conference for yet
another debate on Bible prophecy.
In his closing arguments, Tommy Ice
attempted to make the case that Gary
is inconsistent for holding to both a
partial preterist position of eschatol-
ogy and a global flood in Genesis.
Partial preterists believe that
Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 24 was
already fulfilled in the events leading
up to and including the destruction
of Jerusalem in AD 7o. This view is
based on the strict interpretation of
Matthew 24:34 which states that all
of these things Jesus predicts will

Partial Preterist/Creationist Position

Literal Genesis account & Literal Time Texts

be accomplished within the current
generation. Rather than a global,
earth-burning judgment that dis-
pensationalists read into this pas-
sage, partial preterists believe that
Christ was ending the Old Covenant
by destroying the city, temple, and
sacrificial system.

According to Tommy, those who
believe that the judgment predicted
in Matthew 24 was a past and there-
fore local event are inconsistent if
they believe the judgment by flood
in Noah'’s day was a global event. The
problem with his thinking is that
partial preterists believe that the
ramifications of the destruction of
Jerusalem were, in fact, global. Con-
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sider that the crucifixion of Jesus was
also a local event with global ramifi-
cations. Tommy’s argument holds no 1l
water, and I see no inconsistency in
holding these two beliefs simultane-
ously. More importantly, I believe
our interpretation is more honest
with the text of Scripture.
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Ironically, in making this claim .
of inconsistency, Tommy overlooks 1
one of his biggest and most obvious I
inconsistencies: If Tommy and other
dispensational pre-millennialists be-
lieve the days of creation are literal,
why don't they interpret prophetic
time texts literally as well? The fol-
lowing chart exposes this glaring
inconsistency:
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Literal Genesis account & Non-literal Time Texts
on Bible Prophecy: on Bible Prophecy: 4
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L “Day” in Genesis 1 means a literal 24-hour day. “Day” in Genesis 1 means a literal 24-hour day. ﬁ.;.
: 49 .
j “This generation” means the generation to whom Jesus “This generation” actually means some distant future %H*
was speaking. (Matt. 24:34) generation. (Matt. 24:34) Wl

th:

“Shortly” means the event will happen shortly. (Rev. 1:1) “Shortly” means the event could happen at any time. (Rev. 1:1) Eﬁl

1

“Near” means the event is near. (Rev. 1:3) “Near” means the event will be near for some distant future L
generation. (Rev. 1:3) E
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Of course, one should not be wood-
enly literal when approaching every

passage of Scripture. In John 6:35, Je-
sus states “..I am the bread of life: he

the rest of His teaching? Thankfully,
we can trust what Jesus said in Mat-
thew 24:34, and history confirms that
His predictions happened exactly as
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Prophetic Time Texts Requiring Literal Interpretation

Matthew 10:22-23 2 Thessalonians 2:6 James 5:9 Revelation 11:14
Matthew 16:27-28 2 Thessalonians 2:7 1 Peter 1:20 Revelation 17:8
Matthew 26:64 Philippians 4:5 1 Peter 4:7 Revelation 22:7
John 21:21-22 Hebrews 9:26 1 Peter 5:4 Revelation 22:10
Romans 13:11 Hebrews 10:25 1John 2:18 Revelation 22:12
Romans 13:12 Hebrews 10:37 Revelation 1:1 Revelation 22:20
Romans 16:20 James 5:7 Revelation 1:3

1 Corinthians 10:11 James 5:8 Revelation 3:10
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